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Chapter 6 Pre-Test of the Program 

1. Testees

10 Chinese students who are studying at Geneva University are invited to test the program. Of course, the ideal testees would have been those Chinese students who are still studying in a Chinese university. But for the moment, we have to be content with what we have obtained.

2. Procedure of Testing

First of all, the testees are briefly shown the working environment and how to recognize the formants.

Then they are left alone to work on the three examples.

Finally, when they finish, they are asked to answer a questionnaire (c.f. Appendix X).

For the moment, the questionnaire is only on the content and the method used in the course. Although the other aspects of the program such as usability and navigation, etc. are also very important, they can only be tested when the course is completed and put in real use.

3. Result of the Test

1). All of the testees find that it is useful to read the Pre-Course Knowledge.

2). All of them think that it is necessary to have the Pre-test; and that the How to pronounce and the Little Plus in the lesson are helpful in getting the correct pronunciation. 

3). As in Practice, they think that all the elements provided, namely Listen, Record, Compare and Analysis, are helpful.

4). All of them think that an online phonetics course like this can help them improve their pronunciation.

5). Some suggestions are also given: 

It would be better to have a controlling mechanism which can show (for example, in red line) the formants of their pronunciation and therefore facilitate the comparison.

It would be better that the formants shown in the applet can be reversed. 

The learners can also be beginners and all people who want to learn English. It can serve as a phonetic standard to both English learners and teachers.

A simpler explanation of the course on both the content and the navigation may well serve the students during their study.

To summarize, in general, the result of the test is positive. That is to say, the method used in the program is well recognized. Most of the testees also remarked that the program is simple and easy to use. Of course, there are still some technical problems to be solved such as that of the applet mentioned above.

4. Implementation of the Program

At its very beginning, this program is intended to be implemented at BIT. All the registered students can demand an account to follow the course. The course will be offered as optional, which means all those students who desire to improve their English pronunciation can be accredited. 

The course will be delivered in distance and take a whole semester. As we have seen in Chapter 1, the intranet of BIT has all the necessary equipments to deliver such a course. But an on-the-spot presentation of the course will be organized to get the students familiar with both the teacher and the learning environment. If necessary, some little introductory documents will also be distributed. In one word, the students will be put on route. 

The teacher will be available all the time to respond to any question or problem the students may encounter. If necessary, he/she may convene another mid-term session to respond to the students questions on the spot.

At the end of the semester, an on-the-spot examination will be organized to make sure that the students have mastered all the pronunciation of the phonemes.

Once the program becomes mature, we can put it totally online and even on the Internet. But that will need much more people to maintain it.

Conclusion

The program is still at the prototype stage. According to the testing result we have got, it works very well. The method used in the program is recognized as good and the environment of the program is, in general, also a good one. But we are aware that there are still many aspects of the program which need to be improved. 

First of all, it is not completed as a real course and we can not say it works as it should be. 

Secondly, the applet used in the program to record sound and at the same time to show the spectrogram of the recorded sound needs to be improved. At least, a Play Back button need to be added. It would be ideal to mark out the formants of the recorded sounds, especially the first two: F1 and F2, which reflect the positions of the tongue.

Thirdly, we offered the students with all the necessary means to recognize their pronunciation problems, and some suggestions have also been provided to tackle the problems. But it would be better to have some means to control their production of sounds. That is to say, if we could offer them an automatic error detest mechanism, it would be ideal. Unfortunately, up to now, we have not found one which can be integrated into the web page. The only way to make sure of the final production is up to the teacher. As we have mentioned above, the course will be first delivered in a university atmosphere, so it is easier for the teacher to organize an on-the-spot examination, thus to make sure that the students have mastered the pronunciations of all the phonemes. 

Finally, we can not say yet that the course is very efficient based on such a small-scaled testing. Because of the concrete limitation, we have to be satisfied with what we have got. A much larger-scaled testing will be implemented at BIT when the course is completed. At that time, we will get sufficient information to improve the course in all its aspects. 

We are expecting the best of the course.
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