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Descriptif du cours 

Le cours “New Learning: principles and patterns of pedagogy” de l'Université de l’Illinois à 

Urbana-Champaign et disponible sur la plateforme Coursera, explore trois paradigmes 

pédagogiques : l'apprentissage "didactique", "authentique" et "transformateur". Il relie 

des théories/approches pédagogiques particulières à des objectifs d'apprentissage 

individuels et collectifs.  Il adopte une perspective historique afin de définir les 

dimensions contemporaines du "new learning". 

Il se déroule sur 4 semaines. 

 

Lien vers le cours : https://www.coursera.org/learn/newlearning  

Productions demandées : rédaction de textes en lien avec la thématique principale du 

module 

Evaluation : feedback par les paires. Score min pour passer : 75% pour chaque 

production. 

Note obtenue : 88% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/newlearning
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Thèmes abordés 

Module 1 (Semaine 1) 

Le premier module introduit le cours et le syllabus, explique les modalités de rendu et 

d’évaluation et décrit les deux plateformes utilisé (Coursera et Scholar). 

 

Temps estimé  

1. Lecture : environ 1 heure  

 

Module 2 (Semaine 2) 

Ce module commence avec la définition d’apprentissage et d’éducation et les 

différences entre les deux. Il continue avec la description les concepts les plus 

importants liés à l’éducation :  les communautés d’apprentissage, les programmes 

(curriculum) et la pédagogie.  

 

Il décrit ensuite brièvement trois paradigmes pédagogiques : "didactique", 

"authentique" et "transformateur". Ces approches éducatives peuvent tous être 

intégrés dans les pratiques quotidiennes d’une classe. Les éducateurs doivent connaître 

les atouts de chaque approche, et savoir quand et comment les déployer. 

 

Production (Annexe 1) :  Comment avez-vous vécu les récents changements dans la 

nature de l'éducation, que ce soit en tant qu'étudiant, en tant qu'enseignant, ou les deux 

? Donnez un exemple. Et/ou parlez de façon autobiographique. 

 

Temps estimé  

2. Lecture : environ 1 heure 50 minutes 

3. Production : 2-3 heures 

 

Module 3 (Semaine 3) 

Le module 3 se focalise plus en détail sur les paradigmes de la pédagogie didactique et 

authentique en explorant les origines, les caractéristiques principales, les avantages et 

inconvénients. 

Les paradigmes sont analysés selon les même 8 dimensions : 

1. Architectonique 

2. Discursive  

3. Intersubjective  
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4. Socio-culturelle  

5. De propriété (proprietary)  

6. Epistémologique  

7. Pédagogique  

8. Morale 

 

Production (Annexe 2) : Décrire et analyser les caractéristiques d'un exemple de 

pédagogie authentique aujourd'hui. 

Temps estimé  

1. Lecture : environ 1 heure 40 minutes 

2. Production : 2-3 heures 

 

Module 4 (Semaine 4) 

Le module 4 est entièrement dédié la pédagogie transformative et réflexive, qui se 

concentre sur l'apprenant et l'apprentissage. À ce titre, elle vise délibérément à jouer un 

rôle actif dans l'évolution des conditions sociales. Elle modifie l'équilibre de l'agence 

dans les relations d'apprentissage en encourageant les apprenants à construire leurs 

propres connaissances dans un environnement d'apprentissage favorable, à travailler 

avec d'autres dans des relations de création de connaissances (pairs, parents et 

membres de la communauté), à étendre la portée de l’éducation au-delà des murs de la 

salle de classe traditionnelle. 

 

Production (Annexe 3) : Trouver un texte contemporain qui fixe des objectifs sociaux 

pour l'éducation. Commenter le contenu de ce texte. 

Temps estimé  

1. Lecture : environ 1 heure 

2. Production : 2-3 heures 
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Partie Réflexive 

 

Points positifs : 

● Les leçons sont très bien organisées et les concepts clés sont expliqués en détail. 

● Le cours fournie une bonne introduction aux approches pédagogiques 

historiques et contemporaines. 

● La discussion sur les dimensions des trois modèles de pédagogie est bien 

approfondie. 

● Le cours est extrêmement utile pour encadrer la pédagogie selon les idées 

transformatives et réflexives. 

● Le feedback par les paires sont très formatifs lorsqu’ils sont accompagnés de 

commentaires. 

● Les productions demandées permettent d’explorer des ressources externes et 

de compléter les sujets présentés dans le cours. 

  

Points négatifs : 

● Les feedback par le paires sont peu formatifs lorsqu’ils ne sont pas accompagnés 

de commentaires. 

● Certains liens envers des ressources externes n’étaient plus actifs.  

● Le cours dédie une grosse partie aux pédagogies traditionnelles (didactique et 

authentique) en enlevant de la place à la pédagogie transformative (qui devrait 

être le sujet principale). 
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Annexe 1 

Educational gaps - online education through COVID-19 times 

I recently read an article in the New York Times about the different approaches to schooling for 

kids in a private school in Chicago and a public school in Philadelphia. Kids in the private school 

were given online lessons from the start (four hours and 15 minutes per day), and several 

attempts have been made from the school to “make remote education during the coronavirus as 

similar as possible to what it looked like before the pandemic”. The situation at the public school 

is much more different. Video lessons weren’t started until late April and kids have only 1 hour 

of live instructions per day. One sentence of the article has really gotten my attention and made 

me think a lot about remote education : “... what the pandemic has made clear is that remote 

education, especially of the youngest students, requires a rare mix of enthusiastic school 

leadership, teacher expertise and homes equipped with everything children need to learn 

effectively.” 

I started to think about what I learned in this first lesson, about didactic pedagogy, authentic 

pedagogy and new learning. How these three approaches, so different, could be used together 

in situations like this pandemic? How to shape a curriculum that can be adapted to this situation? 

A curriculum or a pedagogy that can be effective whether we are rich or poor; whether we have 

access to the internet and to a home computer, whether our parents can afford to stay home and 

help with the homework. How educators can take this into account and try to narrow the gap 

between social classes instead of widening it? How to give every kid the same learning 

opportunities when there is no physical building, no learning community the kids can go to, and 

receive their education? 

It’s not about technology per se, technology is just a means to an end, which is learning. But what 

if, “traditional” learning (in a classroom) cannot be guaranteed, and we have to rely on 

technology to teach and to learn? How can the curriculum and the pedagogy been adapted? 

What resources should be invested in the transition? Is it a Zoom video lesson enough to replace 

the teacher-students relationship and dynamic? What is the role of the Governments in all of 

that? What’s the role of the School System, of the Institutions? Should this only the be the 

teacher’s individual responsibility? 

I am enrolled in a Master’s degree in Education Technologies. I had to follow my classes online. I 

had to sit and watch and listen to hours of video-conferences. It was the best that could be done, 

or was it? I am an Instructional Designer and I work as a freelance. My clients are public 

Organisations or private companies, seeking to develop online trainings for their personnel. 

They do that to save money, to save time. 

But what about schools? Remote education has now been adopted as THE solution through the 

pandemic. But was it because it seemed the ONLY solution? I feel like there hasn’t been a proper 

reflection on the implications, the pedagogy, and the impact of this new way of teaching. Some 

schools have rushed into it, in order to try and guarantee educations for kids, high school 

graduates and undergraduates. I found very interesting this other article of the Brookings 

Institution. In an interview to Bridget Terry Long, dean of the Harvard Graduate School of 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/coronavirus-public-private-school.html
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Education, she points out that teachers have now become students. They have to learn how to 

use new tools, how to adapt their classes and their lessons. She concludes the interview with this 

sentence: “This pandemic has underscored inequities that can’t be ignored, and I hope a time comes 

when educators are sharing their stories and support for each other in a way that builds community 

like we haven’t seen before. And I hope the world has a greater appreciation for just how hard it is to 

educate a student—but also how important and crucial investments in education are for our future.” 

What resources are be invested in education? There is money, of course, but there is also the 

need of accompanying the teachers all along, give them instructions, guidelines, help them facing 

“unusual” circumstances, make sure they can guarantee that every student has the same 

chances to learn and be educated. Stanford University, Unicef, Unesco, have done a great job of 

creating a space to share tips, resources and experiences to go through this pandemic. More 

food for thoughts. 

 

Sources: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/us/coronavirus-public-private-school.html  
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Annexe 2 

Learning By Doing - Thoughts inspired by A.W. Bates’s book “Teaching in 

a digital age: Guidelines for designing teaching and learning” 

 

The father of the “learning by doing” approach to learning could be considered John Dewey. As 

we’ve seen in the course Dewey’s method was criticised for increasing, rather than diminishing, 

social inequity. In “modern times” his method has evolved and taken many shapes. Bates (2018) 

put all of these new forms under the umbrella of “experiential learning”. Many design models fall 

under this approach, such as problem-based learning, project-based learning, inquiry-based 

learning; or community-based learning. 

 

In problem-based learning the instructor has more the role of a tutor because he has a critical 

task of facilitating and guiding the student’s learning process. In this approach student have to 

define and discuss a certain problem, identify possible solutions, set learning objects and 

research the problem before coming up with the final solution. 

 

In project-based learning activities the students focus on real life problems and they can, 

therefore, acquire a sense of responsibility while at the same time learning. Larmer and 

Mergendoller (2010, cited by Bates, 2018) argue that for a project-based learning to be well 

designed, it must have an educational purpose and the students must feel that what they’re 

doing carries a personal meaning and so that they can relate to the task at hand. 

 

In inquiry-based learning it is the student who chooses the theme he/she wants to explore, 

develops a plan to make his/her research, and draw his/her conclusions. In this approach the 

student has a higher degree of freedom and the instructor is only there to provide help when it 

is requested by the student. 

 

As for Dewey model of progressive learning, these other experiential learning approaches have 

been criticised and it can be argued that “just giving students tasks to do in real world situations 

without guidance and support is likely to be ineffective” (Bates, 2018). However, if the 

experience is well designed in terms of activities for the student, but also in terms of assessment 

criteria (evaluation of knowledge transfer instead of memorisation and comprehension) 

experiential learning could be highly beneficial for the students. 

 

Sources: 

Bates, A. T. (2018). Teaching in a digital age: Guidelines for designing teaching and learning. 
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Annexe 3 

The Green Free School 

I’ve recently come across  this article in the Ecowatch environmental news website in which they 

describe a “revolutionary” school (The Green Free School in Copenhagen). In this school kids 

learn all the “standard” subject but the curriculum is focused on sustainability. There are no 

desks, no test, no blackboards. Children make projects and build stuff out of recovered 

materials. They garden and grow their food, recycle and compost. The educational approach is 

based on project learning, system thinking, and design thinking. In system thinking individual 

look at all the parts of a system and how these parts are interconnected and related, rather than 

focusing on one part at the time. The design thinking approach focuses on problem solving skills. 

The school building itself is made of sustainable materials! The school houses also a workshop 

where kids experiment with materials and repair bicycles. Kids spent a great amount of time 

outdoors and the architectonic aspect of the class is also redesigned. There are no blackboards 

teachers have to stand in front of. Rather, teachers supervise the practical projects the kids are 

working on. There aren’t many computers in the school but there is a computer lab for kids who 

want to make internet researches or write blog post (the older ones). 

The school isn’t really “free” though (tuition is about $380 per month), but it uses 5% of this fee 

to help kids that cannot afford it. It opened in 2014 and it now has 150 children between the 

ages of 5 and 14. 

Sources: 

https://www.robhopkins.net/2018/12/10/karen-maclean/  

https://www.ecowatch.com/sustainability-school-denmark-

2645190499.html?rebelltitem=4#rebelltitem4  

https://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/responsible-living/stories/green-school-denmark-

sustainable-future  
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